"Gathering The Faithful Remnant", by Philip L. Powell and Aeron Morgan, CM.M Pub. Paper. 400pp.

The two authors are "classic Pentecostals" ... they belong to the “old” school of Pentecostalism and are disturbed (and that's an understatement!) by some of the new extremes that have crept in to the Assembly of God.

Philip Powell, 60 years in AOG circles, even spent some years as national general secretary of AOG in Australia.

Aeron Morgan, after pastoring numerous AOG churches both in Great Britain and Australia, became principal of the AOG college in Australia from 1974 to 1981 and then again from 1989 to 1992.

These two "old-timers" still hold to the view that "tongues is the initial evidence of the baptism with the Holy Spirit' ' (p85) and that spiritual gifts are for today (p355-396).

But m this volume they turn their guns ... make that cannons ... on some of today's Pentecostal leaders, both here and overseas They name names. They take issue with the so-called "Laughing Revival" of Rodney Howard Browne and with the so-called prophets and apostles that were no part of early Pentecostalism.

Whilst one has a certain sympathy with their concern over these new teachings, at times the harshness of the language seems excessive.

For example, “Hillsong, with all its hype and excitement, is little more than a repeat of the antics of the prophets of Baal in Elijah's time!" (p 19).

And again ... "You can dismiss today's euphoric prophets such as David Cartledge, Peter Wagner, Cindy Jacobs, Frank Houston and Steve Penny ... they speak out of their own spirits with a vitriol that reveals the nature of their motivator - the father of lies" (p78).

WOW!

It also seemed to this reviewer that the title of this book had a “cultish” twang to it ... as if only those who believed in "classic Pentecostalism" were the faithful remnant.

But having said that this is a book every AOG leader ought to read.

Without a doubt, curious, extreme and even heretical teachings have crept into this denomination.

A few years ago Pentecostalism began to be accepted by other evangelicals as orthodox (with a couple of distinctive doctrines) ... today it is distancing itself once more by accepting birds of every feather into its branches.

Copies are available from CWM *1

And when you write, ask for a sample copy of their magazine ... "tis very interesting!"
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*1- http://www.christian-witness.org/resources/books/gtf_remnant.html

