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Honouring the late 
the government. The irony is that if only Daniel 
Nalliah had applied the standards of rigour and 
fairness he expected but did not receive from Judge 
Higgins in the Catch the Fire case, to the evidence 
available to him about the late Frank Houston’s 
sexual immorality, he could never have concluded 
that Houston was worthy of honour.   

At the “honour” meeting, which was conducted 
on Australia’s National Day of Thanksgiving, Mr 
Nalliah spoke of his debt of gratitude to Frank 
Houston who was instrumental in his conversion 
in Sri Lanka when he was 12 years old. One can 
understand why he would not wish to think ill of 
a man who introduced him to the Kingdom of God 
and allegedly prophesied over him. 

However, our Lord Himself warned us of those 
many that will say to Him on that day: “Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in Your name? And in Your 
name have cast out devils? And in Your name done 
many wonderful works?… And then I will declare 
to them, I never knew you: depart from me, you 
evildoers” (Matthew 7:22-23). It is possible to 
preach the gospel and even perform miracles and 
be in sin heading for hell.    

Sadly the Rev Hon Fred Nile MP, a Christian 
with a long record of standing for righteousness, 
attended the meeting despite being warned about 
Frank Houston’s past. Following our contact Mr Nile 
sent us this note:

19/6/07 — Dear Philip: I responded to Ps 
Danny Nalliah's invitation to be a guest 
speaker on 26th May because I respect his 
courage and wished to stand with him. In 
no way was I involved in the selection of Ps 
Frank Houston's name. I requested his name 
be removed from the program on 26th May 
but Ps Nalliah felt he could not do that as he 
believes Ps Houston had previously blessed 
his ministry. —signed Rev Fred Nile.

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS COMPILED AND 
PROVIDED BY MARK MULLINS (an elder at a classical 
AoG assembly in London and a practising barrister):

Frank Houston, on the face of it, had a distinguished 
career within AoG Australasia, becoming general 
superintendent of AoG New Zealand, and senior 
pastor of Christian Life Centre in Sydney which 
was to become Hillsong. Yet through many years 
of his ministry Frank Houston was concealing a dark 
secret. That secret came to light in 2000 when he 
was sacked for “serious moral failure” following 
an investigation conducted by the then AoG’s 
national executive vice-president, John Lewis.1   
The chronology is important because it has been 
suggested there has only ever been one victim of 
Mr Houston’s sexual immorality.

N Saturday evening May 26th, 2007 
Daniel Nalliah of Catch the Fire 
Ministries publicly honoured the late 
Frank Houston, who had been found 
guilty by his own denomination of 

serious sexual misconduct while in a senior position 
of ministry. 

In an unprecedented sentence, Frank had been 
banned from all AoG platforms in both Australia 
and New Zealand, such was the seriousness of his 
misconduct. Yet Mr Nalliah “honoured” him in this 
ceremony in Melbourne. The following words were 
used in the final advertisement for the event: 

Those to be honoured and thanked as part of 
the National Day of Thanksgiving are as fol-
lows: Our Senior “Fathers and Mothers” in the 
Faith! — the late Frank Houston, Kevin Conner, 
Fred Nile, Barry Chant, Richard Holland, George 
Forbes and many others. 

Graeme and wife Caroline Houston and Beverley, 
two of Frank Houston’s children, represented their 
late father and mother Hazel. Brian Houston, senior 
pastor of The Hillsong (Sydney) mega-church and 
current president of AoG-Australia, who is fully 
aware of the charges and resulting action in which 
he participated, sent a message which included 
thanking Mr Nalliah for honouring his father. 

The ceremony in Melbourne concluded with 
foot-washing where the biblical precedent was 
reversed. Those attending were invited to wash the 
feet of those honoured. In the foot-washing example 
of Christ we are instructed: “If I then, your Lord and 
Master, have washed your feet; you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet” (John 13:14). Biblically 
it is impossible to establish any justification for 
“foot-washing” in our time. We do not generally 
walk long dusty paths in sandals. Our Lord 
provided an example of service in an illustration 
that was acceptable and understood in that time, 
but not in our country and our time. However even 
the principle was missed by Danny Nalliah. The 
“greater” should serve the “lesser” not visa versa. 

Mr Nalliah went ahead with his honouring 
ceremony despite many attempts to dissuade him, 
which included sending to him the information 
which follows and which was compiled by Mark 
Mullins from his own research into the matter.

Danny Nalliah certainly deserves our respect and 
gratitude for his bold and courageous stand during 
the proceedings brought against Daniel Scot and 
the Catch the Fire Ministries under the Racial and 
Religious Tolerance Act 2001 over a seminar on 
Islam, several years ago. Their contributions helped 
to demonstrate the folly of passing a similar law 
in the UK and elsewhere which led, in Britain, to 
a much weakened Bill being passed by parliament 
which was eventually shelved as unworkable by 

But the God in 
whose hand is  

your breath, and 
whose are all your 

ways, you have  
not honoured.

—Daniel 5:23

Frank Houston

Peter Fowler came forward next to claim that, 
as a result of discovering that Mr Houston had 
been sacked for serious moral failure, he felt that 
he should bring forward his allegations of sexual 
abuse that he had been concealing since 1972.   
This is what he wrote in an email to Philip Powell 
on 9th December 2002:

However, earlier this year (2002) I felt an 
overwhelming need to achieve some form of 
healing and closure to this terrible situation. 
After an internet search revealed your published 
investigation of Houston and his past actions, I 
became aware that he had been removed from 
the ministry for “serious moral failure” in both 
Australia and New Zealand. I sensed that I 
was clearly not the only victim of this man’s 
abuse and that I needed to come forward 
and reveal what had happened to me. From 
the moment I first contacted you I felt that you 
treated my allegations with a sense of respect 
and sympathy, which I greatly appreciate.

Peter Fowler claimed to have been sexually abused 
by Frank Houston when he was 16 years old. He came 
to a confidential settlement with AoG New Zealand 
after his claims had been fully investigated by Kem 
Price who, according to information on the CWM 
website, took over responsibility for examining his 
case in December 2002 and held a first meeting 
with Peter Fowler in March 2003. This is what 
Peter Fowler wrote to Philip on 13th July 2003:

O

1 See Sydney Morning Herald article dated 27th March 
2002 By Kelly Burke, Religious Affairs Writer

Danny Nalliah’s eulogy can be  
heard and read at: 

http://www.christian-witness.org/
audio/Thanksgiving-Service01.mp3




