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Christians—‘Fundamentalist Taliban Wannabees'?

Dear Christian friend,

Ken Ham’s recent creation tour of the UK created an
unprecedented media frenzy, which embroiled AiG inter-
nationally and news of the controversy in Britain became an
international headline! A letter to the editor of the British
Guardian newspaper from American professor Niall Shanks of
East Tennessee State University in the USA declared: ‘If the
experience in the US is anything to go by, this attempt by
assorted Christian fundamentalist Taliban-wannabees to turn
the clock of science
back to the Middle
Ages will not stop
with biology.” In the
humanist furore that
was directed against a
British  Christian

‘ ey school, AiG and il .

Ken Ham Bible-believing Chris-  P-M.Tony Blair

tians—even British Prime Minister Tony Blair became involved!

This letter to you is a little different from the one we usually
send, but we decided that what is happening right now can
alert you to something very important for the future of Christian
democracies like Australia. 1 believe this report is ‘must reading’
for every Christian who is concerned about the future of the
Church and of reviving Biblical authority in this country. The
events of the past few weeks are fascinating, yet very alarming!

FIRESTORM OF DEBATE

You know that the Church and Christian influence have waned
significantly over the decades, but who would have guessed
that a speaking tour would lead to such a national firestorm of
debate! The Lord has given our UK AiG ministry unprecedented
publicity, and the majority of the British population has now
heard about the recent creation/evolution controversy there.
Here’s how the controversy erupted.

On the first day of a Creation Conference in Leicester, BBC
radio interviewed Ken Ham and AiG-UK CEO, Dr Monty White.
The first question the reporter asked was a surprise: “Mr. Ham,
were you shocked that your visit has sparked a controversy
that reached the House of Commons?’ The reporter was refer-
ring to an earlier meeting, where a creation group in Newcastle,
northern England, had rented a school auditorium in nearby
Gateshead and invited AiG to run a seminar. This one meeting
created headlines which would last for weeks and give unpre-
cedented publicity for the creation/evolution issue in the UK!

Here are just a few of those headlines from world-renowned
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British newspapers (The Guardian, Times, Daily Mail, Daily
Telegraph, Sunday Times, Sunday Telegraph, Observer,
Independent, Scotsman, Sunday Sun):

US Creationists on mission to Britain

Young Earth Creationists teach bad science and worse religion
Our Father which art in Gateshead

God knows what Professor Dawkins is talking about
Creationist talk enrages scientists

Bishop calls for new check on Creation school

An unholy row

Storm over teaching of creationism at school

Can religion and science ever be compatible in education?
Evolution is God's method of creation

Academic criticizes creationist school

Intolerance—Why do the chattering classes despise religion?
PM [Prime Minister] backs creationism on schools’ curriculum
In the beginning was the word . . . happiness

Blair creates little happiness in the House

PM sparks row over creationism

Retreat into the cocoon of fundamentalist religion

Not only this, but leading international evolutionists such
as Professor Richard Dawkins of Oxford University, Professor
Steve Jones from London University, and vocal humanist
groups also became very publicly involved.

So how did a seminar at a rented school auditorium spark all
this? I’ll let the anti-creationist newsletter of the British Humanist
Association (of which Richard Dawkins is Vice President) share
part of the story: ‘This weekend, a creationist conference is
taking place at City Technology College Emmanuel College
in Gateshead. The conference includes Ken Ham, the Aust-
ralian creationist living in the United States and involved in
having a creationist museum built in the state of Kentucky.’

Another newspaper reported: ‘The creationist lobby has
become increasingly notorious in the US, but until recently it
has been relatively weak in Europe. The Anglican and
Catholic hierarchies have accepted evolution as fact, with
the Pope saying it [evolution] was “more than just a hypoth-
esis”.’

Most of the articles, editorials and letters to the editor that
appeared in various papers vehemently attacked those who
take Genesis literally, and mocked Bible-believing Christians.
The strong anti-Christian sentiment surprised many Bible-
believing churches, whose pastors and members had not fully
realized to what extent their society had not just rejected
Christianity, but was passionately against it. Unfortunately,
this attitude exists in Australia too. In recent years AiG has
been required to defend itself from many fraudulent and
incredible accusations on the basis of our Christian beliefs.

A Christ-centred evangelistic ministry upholding the Bible from the very first verse



Here is some more background to the anti-Christian rhetoric
that exploded after the ‘incident at Gateshead’. The school
mentioned happened to be one of the ‘faith schools’ set up by
a previous British government and is part funded by a Christian
group, who also have a say in the school’s educational
philosophy. This happens at other schools, too. As one
newspaper reported, ‘Ibrahim Hewitt, of the Association of
Muslim Schools, said his members’ schools (including six state-
funded ones), taught children about Darwin, because they
had to, but they also taught a different, Koranic view’ [i.e.
from the Koran]. (Note—has there been any furore across
Britain because some of these schools teach children Islamic
doctrine? Absolutely not, but if it’s Christian instruction ... !)

DAWKINS ‘INCENSED’!

After seeing an announcement about our Gateshead meeting
on the AiG Web site, a critic emailed the principal, asking if this
was the type of program he should hold at the school. The
principal replied that the meeting was a private function, with
the auditorium only being rented. The critic then asked whether
it was appropriate for creation to be taught in school. The
principal replied that creation was taught to some of the students
as an alternative to evolution, noting that the school does follow
the National Curriculum, including
teaching about evolution.

This critic then sent the princi-
pal’s response to evolutionist Ri-
chard Dawkins and to humanist
groups across Britain. A nation-
wide uproar ensued, all because
prominent humanists like Dawkins
found out that one school in the
nation, which taught students
evolution (according to the cur-
riculum), also let some of the stu-
dents hear about the possibility
of creation! Remarkable!

Dawkins was quoted in a newspaper report as being
‘incensed at the idea of creationism being taught to children
at the taxpayers’ expense’. Inall of the articles and reports that
appeared, absolutely no evidence for evolution was ever
given—but there was certainly no lack of attacks on Bible-
believing Christians.

CHRISTIANS ‘COMMITTING A CRIME?

As if it were a heinous crime for Christians to influence education
in any way, one report stated: ‘Fundamentalist Christians who
do not believe in evolution have taken control of a state-funded
secondary school in England. In a development which will
astonish many British parents, creationist teachers at the city
technology college in Gateshead are undermining the scientific
teaching of biology in favour of persuading pupils of the literal
truth of the Bible.’

The Independent on Sunday reported: ‘Last week scientists,
humanists, philosophers and church liberals joined forces to
denounce the Emmanuel City Technology College in
Gateshead. The school, which is backed by evangelical
Christians ... has presented creationist theories to children as
part of their science lessons.” What a crime! Some students
actually heard about creation! ‘This has to be stopped,” they
argued! The commotion reached the British Parliament, with
Prime Minister Tony Blair being asked about the school during

The meeting at Gateshead school which caused all
the commotion

Question Time.

The “problem’ for the critics, though, was that this school
has achieved some of the highest ‘pass rates’ for the National
Curriculum exams in the UK, and has been rated by the
government’s examining body for schools (‘Ofsted’) as
excellent. A newspaper reported: ‘Tony Blair yesterday
defended the college at Prime Minister’s questions, saying that
it was achieving ‘very good’ results. The government has
designated Emmanuel a beacon school.’

Dawkins and other anti-creationists requested that the
government re-examine the school, now that it was known that
some students hear about creation—despite the fact that tests
showed the students were some of the best in the nation. BBC
News reported, for example: ‘Professor Dawkins says the
schools’ inspectors, Ofsted, who gave Emmanuel College a
glowing report, could not have understood the school’s
approach to science and should re-inspect.’

BRITISH PRIME MINISTER CRITICIZED
Prime Minister Blair was roundly criticized for defending the
school. The humanists and evolutionary scientists (and even
certain church leaders) didn’t care about the test results—
achievement has nothing to do with it, you see. In their opinion,
students shouldn’t hear about
creation atall.

A reporter in the Times stated:
‘If Tony Blair was a creationist
then the right response was clear:
he should have said so, and
resigned at once.” In other words,
you can’t be a creationist and
Prime Minister at the same time—
a big no-no! (We don’t know Mr
Blair’s beliefs on creation.)

The Times article continued:
‘So long as the antibodies of
common sense are all around (as
in Britain they are) early exposure to religion can provide a
sort of inoculation, and | would personally encourage bands
of hooded nuns, creepy evangelists, bearded rabbis and one-
eyed imams to tour our primary schools wailing incantations
and scaring the wits out of kids as a living demonstration of
the madness of religion.’

A reporter in the Guardian stated: ‘The creation myths are
based on nothing but the fantasies of the ignorant who lived
long ago ... . To tell our children that ancient traditions, the
dreams of our uneducated forefathers, and holy writings which
must not be questioned or impugned for fear of blasphemy, are
sources of authority about the world on a par with science, is
atravesty.’

Dawkins stated to the press: ‘Any science teacher who
denies that the world is billions (or even millions) of years old
is teaching children a preposterous, mind-shrinking falsehood.
These men disgrace the honourable profession of teacher.”

CHURCH LEADERS SIDEWITHTHE HUMANISTS
Church leaders also became involved. The Bishop of Oxford
was heard on radio and quoted in the newspapers with state-
ments such as: “This attempt to see the Book of Genesis as a
rival to scientific truth stops people taking the Bible seriously.
Biblical literalism brings not only the Bible but Christianity
itself into disrepute.” Wake up, Bishop, sir! People throughout



the World have stopped taking the Bible seriously because of
compromise like yours, and look at the state we are in!

The Rev. Arthur Peacock, recent winner of the $1-million
Templeton Prize for progress in religion, commented,
‘Creationism is bad religion and false science.’

A teachers’ union spokesperson, commenting on the test
results for students at the Gateshead school, declared: ‘What’s
the point of having better educated bigots?’

An enraged British teacher sent Ken Ham this email: ‘Keep
your lies and nonsense away from the UK. ... In the very near
future, historians will look back at your movement and cringe
with embarrassment. How could a country that put men on
the moon throw everything out of the window? The day | am
forced to teach the bilge you spout is the day | quit.’

I could share many more eye-opening quotes, but their
common thread? Vehement anti-Christian rhetoric. Why? One
insightful commentator in the Daily Mail stated: ‘Emmanuel is
a non-denominational Christian school [actually a ‘faith
school’] run by evangelical Christians [not all the teachers are
Christians, by the way]. This causes a frisson of alarm in those
who—especially since September 11—think that faith schools
are recruiting grounds for bigotry.” Continuing: ‘This has
created a climate of hysteria which has engulfed the
Government’s plans to raise the number of faith schools, which
it wants to encourage on the not unreasonable grounds that
they are generally very successful and popular with parents.’

Finally: ‘The attack on Emmanuel reveals an alarming
intolerance. For what exactly has the school done to attract
such opprobrium? It merely teaches creationism, the Biblical
story that the world was created in six days—which some
evangelicals interpret metaphorically—in its Religious
Education classes.’

Friends, this should be a warning to us of things to come for
the Church in Australia. The fact that leading humanists found
out that one school—partly funded by the Government—
allowed some students to hear about creation, exposed an
extreme intolerance toward Christianity!

A nation that was the home of Wesley, Whitfield, Bunyan
and Spurgeon; a country that once taught the Bible in its schools
and universities; a nation that was once pervaded by Christian
principles—now has all but lost its Christian foundation.

Why? Because the Church by and large has compromised
with evolutionary beliefs, including the idea of millions of years.
The Bible has lost its authority in the minds of most people.
The humanists recognize that to allow creation as a possible
teaching option in schools is to undermine the very foundation
of the humanist religion that has now deeply infested Britain
and the world.

AiG—A UNIQUE MINISTRY

Not many ministries these days provoke such emotional
responses. (Frankly, I don’t know of any other ministry that
experiences this.) This just reinforces our previous claims that
the issue of the reliability of the book of Genesis (and the
creation/evolution topic)—the authority of the entire Word of
God from the very first book—is where the real battle for
Christianity is “at’ in today’s world.

Please pray for AiG in the coming months as never before.
Ken Ham is coming to Australiain June. The local humanists
will be aware of what has happened in the UK. However, ‘The

weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through | cnr  Wakehurst

God to the pulling down of strongholds’ (2 Cor. 10:4).

FREE COLOUR CREATION COMIC
It is you who have helped us to keep going, to keep pumping
out more and more of that vital information and keeping it up-
to-date, well-presented and relevant. To thank Christian folk
like you, who have supported
and continue to support us,
financially and with your
prayers, please accept a free
copy, for your own witnessing,
of our latest publication, the
revamped (redrawn in full colour)
comic booklet Voice of the
Volcano (also available at bulk
prices for giveaway).

We predict that this booklet
will reach many people. Despite
being in a simple comic format,
it is accurate and powerful.
Often even a person with scientific training will be more likely
to pick up something simple.

To get your free copy, simply tick the appropriate box on the
enclosed reply-paid slip in the reply envelope.

VOIGEZ

FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT
The intolerance of Christianity is proving, however, that this
Bible-upholding ministry is truly at the front line and in the
trenches of an enormous war for the hearts and minds of people.
We need your prayers more than ever. There is an enormous
spiritual battle going on.

If God’s people, including our Christian leaders, don’t start
reclaiming the ground lost to humanists and begin standing
firmly on the authority of the Word—from the beginning in
Genesis—Christianity will be well on the way to being all but
outlawed in our once very-Christianised Western world.

A

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Dr Carl Wieland, CEO

KEN HAM'S ‘UNLOCKING THE MYSTERIES’ |
AUSTRALIANTOUR IN JUNE 2002 |
I

Sat. 8 June, 3.00-9.00pm
Seminar. Hume Street Church
of Christ, 461 Hume St,
Toowoomba,

Sun. 9 June, 10.00am Brisbane
City Church, Barry Pde,
Fortitude Valley.

Sun. 9 June, 6.30pm Suncoast
Christian Outreach Cntr, 7-13
Kiel Mountain Rd, Woombye.
Tue. 11 June, 7.00pm Public
meeting. Emmanuel College, cnr
Birmingham & Carrara Rds,
Carrara.

Thu. 13 June, 7.00pm Public
meeting. Calvary Chapel, la
Lionel St, Georges Hall. Family, 120
Fri. 14 June, 7.30pm Public  pjydgeeraba
meeting. Christian City Church, Rd,

Pkwy & Mudgeeraba.

Dreadnought Rd, Oxford Falls.
Sat. 15 June, 2.30-9.00pm |
Seminar. Life Ministry Cntr, Old |
Melbourne Rd, Chirnside Park. |
Sun. 16 June, 10.00am Waurn
Ponds Community Church, I
Waurnvale Dr, Waurn Ponds.
Sun. 16 June, 7.00pm Ballarat
Christian Outreach Cntr, North
Ballarat Football Club, Creswick
Rd, Ballarat.

Sun. 30 June, 9.30am Church
service and
mini-seminar.
Gold Coast
Christian

1
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NEW MINISTRY PRESENTATION EQUIPMENT NEEDED

More and more churches are using
electronic data-projection equipment
with PowerPoint software to portray
their messages and some even insist
that visiting ministries like AiG use the
same technology. This technology
will allow us to communicate our
message even more effectively.
Thank you to all who responded

to our April Prayer News appeal.
However, there is quite a way to go.
We ask that you would consider as-
sisting in the purchase of this equip-
ment by donating, using the enclosed
response slip. We are excited and
ready to meet the challenges of this
modern multi-media generation. We
pray you’ll help us to reach them.

Don Batten giving a PowerPoint
presentation to year 12 students

Ministry Calendar: Please pray for us.

Abbreviations: CW = Dr Carl Wieland; DB = Dr
Don Batten; DC = Dr David Catchpoole; GB = Gary
bates; JS = Dr Jonathan Sarfati; TW = Dr Tas
Walker; WA = Warwick Armstrong.
PS + Peter Sparrow + Creation Bus.

QUEENSLAND
Fri. 3 to Mon. 6 May. Beenleigh Baptist Church
Youth Camp, Carnarvon Gorge. TW
Sun. 5 May, 6.30pm. Harvest Point Christian
Outreach Cntr, Walker Rd, Gleneagle, Beau-
desert. PS
Wed. 8 May, 7.30pm. Stafford Heights Baptist,
268 Appleby Rd, Stafford Heights. JS
Fri. 10 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting. Calam-
vale Salvation Army, cnr Kameruka St &
Beaudesert Rd, Calamvale. PS
Sat. 11 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting. Christian
Life Cntr, Senior Citizens Cntr, cnr Kingaroy
& Avoca Sts, Kingaroy. PS
Sun. 12 May, 10.00am. Christian Life Cntr,
Senior Citizens Cntr, cnr Kingaroy & Avoca
Sts, Kingaroy. PS
Sun. 12 May, 6.00pm. Public meeting. Murgon
Faith Vision Cntr, Retschlag St (off Bunya
Highway), Murgon. PS
Wed. 15 May, 7.30pm. Public meeting. Port
City Christian Church, 12 McCann St, Glad-
stone. PS
Wed. 15 May, 7.30pm. Stafford Heights Bap-
tist, 268 Appleby Rd, Stafford Heights. JS
Thu. 16 May, am Student mtg. Annandale Chris-
tian School, Yolanda Ave, Annandale. TW
Thu. 16 May, pm. Student meeting. Northern
Beaches Christian School, Townsville. TW
Thu. 16 May, 7.30pm. Public meeting. Rock-
hampton Baptist Tabernacle, 650 Norman Rd,
North Rockhampton. PS
Fri. 17 May, am Student mtg. Riverside Christian
School, 45-59 Leopold St, Aitkenvale. TW
Fri. 17 May, pm. Youth meeting. Aitkenvale
SDA, 45-59 Leopold St, Aitkenvale. TW
Sat. 18 May, am. Geology field trip. Creation
Science Education Association of Australia,
Townsville. TW
Sat. 18 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting. St
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 113 Wills St,
Townsville. TW
Sat. 18 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting. Mackay
Church of Christ, Beaconsfield Rd, North
Mack. PS
Sun. 19 May, 9.30am. John Calvin Pres-
byterian Church, 26 Carthew St, Kirwan. TW
Sun. 19 May, 6.30pm. Bowen Christian Family
Cntr, Lot 8, Bruce Hwy, Bowen. PS
Sun. 19 May, 6.30pm. St Andrew’s Preshy-
terian Church, 113 Wills St, Townsville. TW
Mon. 20 May, 8.50am. Student meeting.
Calvary Christian College, Townsville. TW
Tues. 21 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting. Burde-

kin Christian College, cnr Melbourne &
Chippendale Sts, Ayr. PS

Wed. 22 May, 7.30pm. Public meeting. Hinch-
inbrook Christian Outreach Cntr, Floor 1, 100
Herbert St, Ingham. PS

Thu. 23 May, 7.30pm. Public meeting. Innisfail
Christian Outreach Cntr, 191-193 Mourilyan
Rd, Innisfail. PS

Sat. 25 May, 10.00am-3.30pm. Brisbane Home
Education Seminar. Bald Hills Presbyterian, 58
Strathpine Rd, Bald Hills. Bris. Support Group
Sat. 25 May, 7.30pm. Public meeting. Atherton
Tableland Baptist Church, cnr Gibson & Lloyd
Sts, Atherton. PS

Sun. 26 May, 9.30am Church Service & Mini-
seminar. Beaudesert Baptist Church, cnr Anna
& Eaglesfield Sts, Beaudesert. DC

Sun. 26 May, 9.30am . Living Waters Christian
Church, Kowa St, Mareeba. PS

Sun. 26 May, 9.40am. Riverside Community
Church, cnr Brays & Tesch Rds, Griffin. GB
Sun. 26 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting. Festival
Hall, Grigg St, Ravenshoe. PS

Wed. 29 May, Student meeting. Strikeforce
Ministry Training Institute, Chermside. DC
Wed. 29 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting. Nor-
manton Assembly of God, Bynoe Hall, cnr
Woodward & Balonna Sts, Normanton. PS
Fri. 31 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting. Cloncurry
Assembly of God, 38 Ramsay St,

NEW SOUTH WALES
Wed. 1 May, 7.30pm. Public meeting. Tenter-
field High School Multi Purpose Unit, High St,
Tenterfield. PS
Thu. 2 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting. Casino
Assembly of God, 2 Dean St, Casino. PS
Sat. 4 May, 7.30am Men’s Breakfast. Gorokan
Anglican, 274 Wallarah Rd, Kanwal. DC
Sat. 4 May, 11.00am. Church service & mini-
seminar. Hamilton SDA Church, cnr Lindsay &
Steel Sts, Hamilton. DC
Sat. 4 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting. ‘The
Roxy’, Geneva St, Kyogle. PS
Sun. 5 May, 9.00am & 10.30am North Turra-
murra Church of Christ, cnr Bobbin Head Rd &
Allara Ave, Turramurra. WA
Sun. 5 May, 9.30am. Maitland Christian Out-
reach Cntr, Old Maitland Gaol Chapel, 1 John
St, East Maitland. DC
Sun. 5 May, 7.00pm. Port Stephens Church
of Christ, cnr Nelson’s Bay & Lemon Tree
Passage Rds, Salt Ash. DC
Fri. 17 May, am. Student meeting. Lighthouse
Christian Cntr, 1 Railway Station Sq, Wollon-
gong. WA
Sat. 18 May, 3.00-9.00pm. Seminar. Light-
house Christian Cntr, 1 Railway Station Sq,
Wollongong. CW & WA
Sun. 20 May, 10.00am Lighthouse Christian

Interested in having ministry in your area?
Please contact us. Ph. (07) 3273 7650
Email: Ministry@AnswersInGenesis.com

Cntr, 1 Railway Station Sq, Wollongong. CW
Fri. 17 May, 7.00pm Youth rally. Twin City
Christian Cntr, 439 David St, Albury. DC

Sat. 18 May, 6.00pm. Public meeting. Twin
City Christian Cntr, 439 David St, Albury. DC
Sun. 19 May, 10.00am. Public meeting, Twin
City Christian Cntr, 439 David St, Albury. DC
Sun. 19 May, 6.00pm. Public meeting, Twin
City Christian Cntr, 439 David St, Albury. DC
Fri. 24 May, pm. Revesby Presbyterian Church,
cnr Tower St & Eastern Ave, Revesby. DB

Sat. 25 May, 11.00am. Campbelltown SDA
Church, 84 Lithgow St, Campbelltown. DB
Sat. 25 May, 6.30pm. Dinner meeting, Hillsong
Church—Asian Congregation, Oakhill Dr, Pri-
mary School, Oakhill Dr, Castle Hill. DB

Sun. 26 May, 6.00pm. Windsor District Baptist
Church, 739 George St, South Windsor. DB

VICTORIA
Sat. 18 May, 2.30pm. Mini-seminar. Warbur-
ton SDA Church, Main Rd, Warburton. JS
Sun. 19 May, 10.30am. Melton Presbyterian
Church, Mowbray College Drama Hall, Centen-
ary Ave, Melton. JS
Sun. 19 May, 6.00pm. Slavic Baptist Church,
65a Tooronga Rd, Malvern. JS
Tue. 21 May, 6.30pm. Public meeting. Word
of Faith Sanctuary, 80 High St, Heathcote. JS
Wed. 22 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting. Mary-
borough Assembly of God, cnr Neill &
Palmerston Sts, Maryborough. JS
Thu. 23 May, pm. Public meeting. Liberty
Christian Life Cntr, Castlemaine. JS
Sat. 25 May, 2.30pm. Mini-seminar. Fitzroy
North SDA Church, 27 Alfred Cres, North
Fitzroy. JS
Sun. 26 May, 10.00am. Harvest Christian Life
Cntr, 50 Tootal Rd, Dingley. JS
Sun. 26 May, 7.00pm. Warragul Community
Church, cnr King & Wills Sts, Warragul. JS

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Fri. 10 May, 7.30pm. Westminster Presby-
terian Church, 15 Moolanda Blvd, Kingsley.
WA Support Group.
Sat. 25 May, 7.00pm. Public meeting,
Fremantle Church of Christ, 219 High St,
Fremantle. WA Support Group.
The Creation Bus will be touring Perth and
southern Western Australia during September
and October. In addition, Dr David
Catchpoole will be conducting a ministry tour
in Perth during the latter half of October.

NORTHERN TERRITORY
The Creation Bus is coming to the Northern
Territory in June. Meetings are planned for
Darwin, Palmerston, Pine Creek, Katherine,
Tennant Creek, and Alice Springs.



